THE PUTTING MACHINE

There is one element in machine-
like putting which has rarely
before been stressed. But it is there
in The Golfing Machine, says John
Allan May.

Miniaturised Drives

- NCE upon a time I came across

Oan absolutely miraculous put-

ting method. Honestly, I was

using five or six fewer putts per round.

But then I hit a snag. We always do,
don’t we?

The snag in my case was that I
couldn’t stop myself using a similar
action on the next tee; and then, as
often as not, on the next fairway too. I
found myself using nine or ten more
strokes than usual getting onto the
greens. It was not a fair swap.

I was at my wit’s end, which by that
time was no distance at all. Then I
recalled some words of Homer Kel-
ley’s: “The putt should be a miniatu-
rised drive.” [ had been making my
drives maximised putts.

Now this simple statement of Kel-
ley’s may be one of the most important
in his book: “The putt should be a
miniaturised drive.” Looking back
through what I remember of the history
of golf it occurs to me that this has been
the case with all the great putters who
have stayed great to the end, while
most of those whose putting method
was at variance with their games
through the green faded in middle age.

The first essential for good putting,
Kelley said, is to “‘establish lag™, asitis
for tee shots. One has to feel the weight
of the putterhead and to feel it lagging
slightly behind on the short route to
impact.

Secondly, for Machine putting one
must acquire easy control of the club-
face. We must learn to feel when it is
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To ensure that we strike the “'sweet spot”
every time practise to a line on a flat
surface so anv deviation from the
straight and narrow will be revealed.







