THE GOLFING MACHINE

NE of Homer Kelley’s unique
O insights was this thought: “Left

hand, clubFACE: right hand,
clubHEAD."

By this he meant that right-handed
golfers, although they most easily con-
trol the clubhead with their right hands.
nevertheless play best when they relate
the back of the left hand to the
clubface, so that when the left hand is in
its normal impact position the clubface
is exactly square.

The palm of the right hand, inciden-
tally, should also be the mirror image of
the set of the clubface. But it is the left
that controls the face, maintaining it
exactly square for straight shots but
closing or opening it (or hooding it or
laying it back) for special situations.

The prime duty of the right hand is to
feel the weight of the clubhead and to
keep it behind the hand until it arrives
in the impact area. Left hand, clubface;
right hand, clubhead.

Left Hand

The grip, said Kelley, is best taken in
the Impact position. It is through
Impact that the clubface must be pre-
cisely square.

(N.B.: At the Impact position, not
any old how and not at the Address,
which is slightly but significantly
different from the position at impact).

The clubface must be gripped square
whatever grip is chosen; strong, neutral
or weak; three knuckles visible, two or
one.

Continued on page 59

In The Golfing Machine Homer Kelley
stresses that each hand has a different role
to play. Here John Allan May explains the
reasons why.

THE ROLE
OF
THE HANDS
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Even among the stars there is a wide variety of left-hand grips. Jack Nicklaus (above) shows
three knuckles while Henry Cotton used a two-knuckle grip and Gary Player, when he
started, used a weak, one-knuckle grip. The point to grasp is that whichever left-hand grip is
used it must always be related o the square clubface.







